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NOBOYUKI KOMIYAMA 


JAPANFSF-SOVIFT RELATIONS 

ANNCR: 

AFTER SIGNING ITS PFACF AND FRIFNOSHIP TREATY WITH 
CHINA, JAPAN IS LOOKING FOR WAYS TO PROMOTE GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH ITS OTHER KEY COMMUNIST NEIGHBOR, THF SOVIFT UNION, 
VOA'S NOBUYUKI KOMIYAMA IN TOKYO SFNT THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT. 
VOICE: 

JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTER SUNAO SONODA RFCENTLY TOLD THF OIET 
THAT JAPAN IS TRYING TO PROMOTE GOOD RFLATIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION THROUGH NUMEROUS FFFORTS IN VARIOUS FIFLDS INCLUDING 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE, ECONOMIC COOPFRATION AND VISITS BY HIGH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, PRIME MINISTFR TAKEO FUKUDA HAS ALSO 
URGED ENHANCEMENT OF JAPANFSE-SOVIET RELATIONS. HOWFVER, THF 
JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER HAS ALSO RESTATED JAPAN'S 
INSISTENCE THAT THE SOVIET UNION RETURN THE NORTHERN ISLANDS IT 
NOW RULES. 

THE ISLANDS CLAIMED BY JAPAN ARF SCATTERED BETWFEN 
HOKKAIDO, IN NORTHERN JAPAN, AND KAMCHATKA PENINSULA 
SOUTHEAST OF THE SOVIET UNION. JAPAN SAYS THAT FOUR OF THF 
TWENTY-THREE ISLANDS IN THAT AREA SHOULD BF RETURNED AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. BUT THE SOVIET UNION HAS REJECTED THE CLAIM, 
SAYING THAT THERE IS NO TERRITORIAL DISPUTE BETWFEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. THE DISPUTED ARFAS WFRE RULED BY JAPAN 
FOR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED YEARS UNTIL THE END OF WORLD 


WAR TWO, 
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JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION RFSTORED DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS IN NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX BY ISSUING A JOINT 
DECLARATION, IN WHICH THE SOVIFT UNION AGREFD TO RETURN 
TWO ISLANDS TO JAPAN AFTER CONCLUSION OF A BILATERAL PEACE 
TREATY. THOSE NEGOTIATIONS STARTED IN NINETEEN SFEVENTY- 

TWO, BUT IN THE MEANTIME RELATIONS HAVE WORSFNED AS A 
RESULT OF SUCH INCIDENTS AS THE ARREST OF A SOVIFT NEWSMAN 
IN TOKYO, THE ARREST OF JAPANESF BUSINESSMEN IN MOSCOW, 
AND THE DEFFCTION BY A SOVIFT PILOT WHO FLEW A MIG TWENTY 
FIVE TO JAPAN IN NINETEEN SFVFNTY-SIX. 

TENSION IN TOKYO=MOSCOW RELATIONS FURTHFR INCREASED WHEN 
JAPAN DECIDED TO CONCLUDF A PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY. SOVIFT 
NEWS MEDIA RFEPFATEDLY CRITICIZFD TOKYO, SAYING THAT IF JAPAN 
CONCLUDED THE TREATY WITH CHINA, WHICH THF SOVIFT UNION 
SUGGESTED HAD ANTI-MOSCOW OVERTONES, SOVIFT-JAPANESF RELATIONS 
WOULD BE SEVERELY AFFFCTFD. BUT JAPAN AND CHINA SIGNED 
THEIR PEACE TREATY ANYWAY. SINCE THEN OFFICIAL MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED, UNTIL THIS WEFK WHEN A BILATERAL ANNUAL 
TRADE MEETING STARTED IN TOKYO, ATTENDED BY WORKING-LFEVEL 
OFFICIALS, 

DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS IN TOKYO SAY THAT DESPITE THE 
SOVIET WARNING AGAINST THF SIGNING OF THE SINO-JAPANESE 
PFACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY, RFLATIONS BFTWFFN TOKYO AND 
MOSCOW ACTUALLY DID NOT WORSEN AS MUCH AS HAD BFEN PREDICTED, 
THESE OPTIMISTIC VIEWS ARF BFING REFLFCTFD BY FORFIGN MINISTER 
SONODA'S REMARKS, WHICH HE MADE AFTER HF MET WITH SOVIFT 
FOREIGN MINISTER ANDREI GROMYKO AT THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
IN NEW YORK LAST MONTH. IN ANY CASF, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 
THE SOVIET UNION HAS SOFTENFND ITS ATTITUDE TOWARD JAPAN MAY 
BE ANSWERED SOON, VICE CHAIRMAN OF THF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA, TENG HSIAO=-PING, VISITS TOKYO NEXT WEEK, AND JAPAN 


WILL BE LISTENING FOR REACTION TO HIS VISIT FROM MOSCOW. 
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